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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF  
THE MAIN SAN GABRIEL BASIN WATERMASTER 
729 NORTH AZUSA AVENUE, AZUSA, CALIFORNIA 

HELD WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, 2014 AT 2:30 O'CLOCK P.M. 
 
A regular meeting of the Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster was duly and regularly held in 

the Conference Room of the City of Azusa Light and Water Administration Facility, at 729 North 
Azusa Avenue, in the City of Azusa, County of Los Angeles, State of California, 91702, on 
Wednesday, April 2, 2014, at the hour of 2:30 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

James Byerrum, Chair, called the meeting to order and presided thereover.  
 
ROLL CALL OF WATERMASTER MEMBERS 
 

The following members of Watermaster were present on roll call: 
 
 PRESENT: Chet Anderson, Dan Arrighi, James Byerrum, Anthony Fellow, Craig Gott, 

Garry Hofer, Thomas Love and David Michalko 
 

 ABSENT: Charles Trevino  
 
STAFF AND OTHERS PRESENT 
 

Staff present at the meeting included: Anthony Zampiello, Executive Officer; Kelly Gardner, 
Assistant Executive Officer, Fred Fudacz, Attorney and Steve Johnson, Consulting Engineer. 
 
Others present included: Dennis Ahlen, Bob Bowcock, Brian Bowcock, Mark Carney, Ted 
Carrera, Shane Chapman, Al Contreras, Ken Deck, Dan Horan, Shawn Igoe, Mariana Lake, 
Benjamin Lewis, Jr., Lynda Noriega, Steve Patton, Henri Pellissier and Tom Tait. 

 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA  
 

The Chair asked if there were any changes to be made to the agenda.  On motion made by Mr. 
Gott, seconded by Mr. Love and unanimously carried, the agenda was adopted as presented. 

 
TIME RESERVED FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

No comments were offered.  
 

CONSENT CALENDAR  
 

On motion made by Mr. Gott, seconded by Dr. Fellow, and unanimously carried, the 
following items were approved: 
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a) Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Watermaster held March 5, 2014. 

 
b)  List of Demands:  Items 16265 through 16297 in the amount of $240,936.29 on the 

Administrative Fund, and Item 951 in the amount of $8,382,335.16 on the 
Replacement Water Fund 

 
c) Financial Statements, March 2014  

DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE CHANGE IN MEETING TIME 
 
 The Executive Officer reported that staff had received a request to change the time of the  

Watermaster meetings.  A brief discussion followed, and due to lack of a motion to approve, 
no action was taken.  

  
DISCUSSION OF MAY MEETING DATE 

 
The Executive Officer stated that the May meeting is currently set for Wednesday, May 7, 
2014, coinciding with the Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) Spring 
Conference.  He stated that some of the Watermaster members plan to attend the conference; 
therefore, there may not be a quorum present on May 7, 2014 to conduct important business, 
such as establishing the Operating Safe Yield and Assessments.  The Executive Officer then 
asked if Watermaster members wished to change the date of the May meeting in order to 
ensure a quorum. Following a brief discussion, on motion made by Mr. Michalko, seconded 
by Mr. Arrighi, and unanimously carried, the May meeting of Watermaster was rescheduled to 
Wednesday, May 14, 2014. 

 
PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION OF OPERATING SAFE YIELD FOR FY 2014-15 
THROUGH 2018-19 
  

The Consulting Engineer stated that, pursuant to Section 43 of Watermaster’s Judgment, a 
Preliminary Determination of the Basin’s Operating Safe Yield (OSY) is to be made by each 
April Watermaster meeting, with the final determination to be made at the May meeting.  He 
explained that the OSY is the amount of water which Watermaster determines can be pumped 
from the Basin before Replacement Water must be purchased.  He also briefly explained the 
method by which Watermaster determines the amount of water rights made available to 
Watermaster Producers each year. 
 
The Consulting Engineer then reviewed current hydrologic conditions compared to conditions 
at this same time last year.  He also reviewed water in storage, and other considerations in 
determining the OSY, and stated that a more detailed report will be provided at the May 
meeting.  He pointed out that his recommendation takes into consideration the fact that local 
storage is less than last year, and also that the Key Well level today is thirty-four feet lower 
than this time last year.  In April of 2013, the Key Well was at 228 feet, and on March 28, 
2014, it is at approximately 194 feet.   
 
The Consulting Engineer stated that the Basin has received only thirty percent of average 
rainfall this year, compared to fifty percent last year.  Additionally, he noted that, last year, the 
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State Water Project Allocation was set at fifty percent, and this year it is zero.   Finally, based 
on all of these factors, the Consulting Engineer stated that the recommendation for the 
Preliminary Determination of the OSY is 150,000 acre-feet for 2014-15, 150,000 acre-feet for 
2015-16, 150,000 acre-feet for 2016-17, 150,000 acre-feet for 2017-18, and 150,000 acre-feet 
for 2018-19.  A hearing on the final determination of OSY will be held on May 14, 2014. The 
Consulting Engineer distributed copies of a “Preliminary Determination of Operating Safe 
Yield” report for 2014, and stated that copies of the Preliminary Determination will be mailed 
to all Parties.  

 
REQUEST FROM SAN GABRIEL VALLEY WATER COMPANY TO PURCHASE 5,000 AF 
WATER FROM USGVMWD FOR PRODUCER CYCLIC STORAGE 
 

The Executive Officer stated that the San Gabriel Valley Water Company has submitted a 
request to purchase an additional 5,000 acre-feet of water from Upper San Gabriel Valley 
Municipal Water District (USGVMWD) for its producer cyclic storage account.  The 
Executive Officer reported that Watermaster staff has been encouraging producers to pre-
purchase water for Cyclic Storage when available. This request is standard procedure.  
 
On motion made by Mr. Anderson, seconded by Mr. Michalko, and unanimously carried, with 
Mr. Arrighi abstaining, Watermaster authorized the purchase of 5,000 acre-feet of cyclic 
storage water from USGVMWD, for San Gabriel Valley Water Company’s individual 
producer cyclic storage account. 

 
REPORT FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
 

Mr. Arrighi referred to a written Committee report included in the board packet.  He reported 
that the Administrative Committee met on March 19, 2014, to discuss three items. Following 
a detailed review of the Committee report, Mr. Arrighi stated that none of the items require 
Watermaster action at this time. 
 

REPORT FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
Mr. Gott referred to a written Committee report included in the board packet.  He reported 
that the Finance Committee met on March 27, 2014 to review the Preliminary Draft 
Administration Budget and Assessment for Fiscal Year (FY) 2014-15. He noted that the 
Draft Budget is based on maintaining the $15.00 per acre-foot assessment set in FY 2013-14. 
  
On motion made by Mr. Arrighi, seconded by Mr. Michalko, and unanimously carried, 
Watermaster received and filed the Preliminary Draft Administration Budget and Assessment 
for FY 2014-15. 

 
ATTORNEY'S REPORT 
 

The Attorney reported that staff continues to monitor activities related to the Santa Ana 
Sucker (SAS) Critical Habitat Designation. He provided a brief review of 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeals proceedings relative to the SAS, and noted that briefings are now complete and a 
decision is expected in early 2015.  
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The Attorney also reported that, on March 13, 2014, the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in 
favor of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service relative to its 2008 Biological Opinion 
about the endangered Delta Smelt. The ruling upholds the 2008 plan that calls for restrictions 
on water deliveries from California’s Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta to protect the Delta 
Smelt. The Attorney stated that this decision will have a significant impact on water deliveries 
and requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act. Lastly, he noted that an appeal of 
this ruling is very likely; however, at this time, the outlook is grim.  
 

ENGINEER'S REPORT 
 

The Consulting Engineer provided a report on current water supply conditions, and stated that, 
as of March 28, 2014, the Key Well elevation was 194.3 feet, reflecting a .9 foot decrease in 
elevation from the prior week.   
 
Additionally, the Consulting Engineer reported briefly on hydrologic conditions, and stated 
that rainfall recorded to date at the Los Angeles Civic Center is at 43 percent of average, and 
rainfall recorded at Puddingstone Dam is about 26 percent average. 
 
The Consulting Engineer also reported that all four landfills were inspected and found to be 
operating normally with no violations.  The Consulting Engineer referred to a written report 
included in the board packet that includes additional water supply and rainfall information.  
 
Lastly, the Consulting Engineer stated that production records for the first quarter seem to 
show a reduction in production from this time last year.  
 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 
 

The Executive Officer referred to his Outside Activities Report that is included in the board 
packet. He also reported on efforts underway to bring Colorado River Water (CRW) to the 
Basin.  The Executive Officer noted that, as State Water Project deliveries are curtailed, 
suppliers need to consider accepting CRW.  He noted that there are a number of water quality 
concerns, and while there are no legal restrictions to accepting the water, delivery of CRW 
requires approval by the Watermaster Board in accordance with the Rules and Regulations 
regarding Supplemental Water.  Additionally, the Executive Officer reported that receipt of 
this water would result in a significant impact to volume delivery.  This seems to be one of the 
biggest hurdles, and Metropolitan Water District is in the process of reviewing possible 
delivery scenarios. Lastly, the Executive Officer reported that a draft storage and export 
agreement is being developed, should the  
RWQCB approve deliveries of CRW. 
 

REPORT FROM RESPONSIBLE AGENCIES 
 

Mr. Love, reporting on behalf of the San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District 
(SGVMWD), requested that Watermaster staff seek additional conservations measures.  Mr. 
Love stated that he and fellow SGVMWD Director Thomas Wong recently traveled to 
Sacramento to discuss the Water Bond and the belief that Southern California will not 
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implement mandatory conversation restrictions. He encouraged all producers to develop a 
joint message relative to the drought and water conservation. 
 
Dr. Fellow, representing USGVMWD, agreed with Mr. Love’s suggestions, and then read his 
written report. Dr. Fellow requested that Watermaster adjourn in memory of Mr. Jack Foley, 
Chairman of MWD. 
 

REPORT FROM OUTSIDE COMMITTEE LIASONS 
 

Mr. Arrighi and Mr. Michalko referred to written reports delivered to Watermaster.  
  
INFORMATION ITEMS 

 

The following items listed on the agenda for information of Watermaster were noted, and 
ordered received and filed: 
 
a) Temporary assignment or transfer of 7.61 acre-feet Production Right from Susan 

Andrade to San Gabriel Valley Water Company for FY 2013-14 
 
b) Letter dated 3/5/14 from Metropolitan Water District offering 159.87 acre-feet 

integrated production right for lease for FY 2013-14 
 
c) SGVMWD transmittal of monthly report for March 2014 
 
d) Various newspaper articles 
 

COMMENTS FROM WATERMASTER MEMBERS  
 

No comments were offered.  
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
 The Watermaster then adjourned to Closed Session. 
 
REGULAR MEETING RESUMES 
 
 The Chair reported that, in Closed Session, the following actions were taken: 
 

By unanimous vote, the Board approved the performance evaluation of the Executive Officer. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
The Chair asked if there were other business to come before Watermaster, and there being none, the 
meeting was adjourned in honor of Mr. Jack Foley to the next regular meeting of Watermaster on 
Wednesday, May 14, 2014, at 2:30 p.m. in the Conference Room of the City of Azusa Light and 
Water Administration Facility at 729 North Azusa Avenue, Azusa, CA 91702. 
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SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 
 
 
 ____________________________________
 DAN ARRIGHI 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________________ 
JAMES BYERRUM 
CHAIR 
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