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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF  

THE MAIN SAN GABRIEL BASIN WATERMASTER 

729 NORTH AZUSA AVENUE, AZUSA, CALIFORNIA 

HELD WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, 2013 AT 2:30 O'CLOCK P.M. 

 

A regular meeting of the Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster was duly and regularly held in 

the Conference Room of the City of Azusa Light and Water Administration Facility, at 729 North 

Azusa Avenue, in the City of Azusa, County of Los Angeles, State of California, 91702, on 

Wednesday, March 6, 2013 at the hour of 2:30 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

James Byerrum, Chair, called the meeting to order and presided thereover. 

 

ROLL CALL OF WATERMASTER MEMBERS 

 

The following members of Watermaster were present on roll call: 

 

PRESENT: Chet Anderson, Dan Arrighi, Anthony Fellow, Garry Hofer, Thomas Love, 

David Michalko, and Richard Rich 

 

 ABSENT: Charles Trevino 

 

STAFF AND OTHERS PRESENT 

 

Staff present at the meeting included: Anthony Zampiello, Executive Officer; Alfred Smith, 

Attorney; Stephen Johnson, Consulting Engineer; Wendy La, Staff Engineer; and Kelly 

Gardner, Administration Manager. 

 

Others present included:  Ron Bow, Bob Bowcock, Brian Bowcock, Barbara Carrera, Ted 

Carrera, Ken Deck, Myra Evangelista, Ken Herman, Kevin Hostert, Kathy Kunysz, Mariana 

Lake, Ben Lewis, Claudine Meeker, Tim Miller, Lynda Noriega, Steve Patton, Lenet 

Pocheco, and James Prior. 

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA  

 

The Chair asked if there were any changes to be made to the agenda.  On motion made by 

Mr. Love, seconded by Mr. Michalko and unanimously carried, the agenda was adopted as 

presented. 

 

TIME RESERVED FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

No comments were offered. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR  

 

On motion made by Mr. Michalko, seconded by Mr. Fellow, and unanimously carried, the 

following items were approved: 

 

a) Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Watermaster held February 6, 2013. 

 

b)  Lists of Demands:  Items 15750 through 15786 in the amount of $234,901.39 on the 

Administrative Fund and Item 931 in the amount of $106,954.64 on the 

Replacement Water Fund. 

 

c) Financial Statements, February 2013 

WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 

 

California American Water Company, Section 28 Application to Destroy Water Well – 

Richardson Well No. 1 - The Consulting Engineer reported that California American Water 

Company (CAWC) has submitted an application for destruction of its Richardson Well No. 

1, located in its lower system of the San Marino District in Rosemead.  An application to 

drill a new well as a back up well and blend source was also submitted and will be addressed 

separately.  The site is the same property that once housed Richardson Well No. 2, which 

was destroyed in 1979.   

 

The Consulting Engineer stated that Richardson Well No. 1 was drilled in 1928 to a depth of 

364 feet.  Maximum production was recorded in 1996 at only 400 gallons-per-minute; 

perhaps because of significantly reduced overall groundwater production beginning in 1990.  

The well was removed from service in Fiscal Year 1997-98 due to persistent coliform 

bacterial contamination.  Subsequent investigations by the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency (USEPA) indicated that contaminant concentrations in the shallow 

groundwater in that area exceeded maximum contaminant levels, and the well would need to 

be replaced.  The Consulting Engineer noted in the staff report that, while the well is located 

in the southeast portion of the Area 3 Operable Unit (OU), it does not appear to conflict with 

the USEPA cleanup plan for that area. 

 

The Consulting Engineer recommended that Watermaster approve CAWC’s application to 

destroy Richardson Well No. 1, subject to conditions in the staff report.  

 

On motion made by Dr. Fellow, seconded by Mr. Michalko, and unanimously carried, with 

Mr. Hofer abstaining, Watermaster approved California American Water Company’s 

application to destroy Richardson Well No. 1, subject to the conditions in the staff report. 

 

California American Water Company, Section 28 Application Drill Water Well and Planned 

Treatment – Richardson No. 3 - The Consulting Engineer reported that California American 

Water (CAWC) has submitted an application for construction of new Richardson Well No. 2, 

at its Rosemead Operations Center on Grand in the City of Rosemead.  The new well will 

serve as a backup for capacity and as a blend source.  The new well is proposed to be twenty 
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inches in diameter, 840 feet deep and is expected to pump 1,500 gallons per minute.  The 

Consulting Engineer noted that CAWC had originally submitted its application for the new 

well and treatment facility in April of 2011; however, many complexities were involved that 

required a lengthy review.  All issues relative to the application have been resolved.  

 

Additionally, the Consulting Engineer noted that the new well will be drilled in the eastern 

portion of the Area 3 Operable Unit (OU), directly adjacent to the El Monte Operable Unit 

(EMOU).  Following a brief discussion relative to the capture zone and concerns about 

contamination, the Consulting Engineer stated that the wells in the area recently showed 

elevated levels of Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC); therefore, the new well will be 

constructed with planned treatment.  United States Environmental Protection Agency 

(USEPA) and representatives of the EMOU initially had concerns about the new project, but 

they have been temporarily tabled pending tests of the water produced once the well is 

drilled.  

 

The Consulting Engineer recommended that Watermaster approve CAWC’s application to 

drill Richardson Well No. 2 and Treatment Facility, subject to conditions in the staff report.  

In response to a question by Chair Byerrum, the Consulting Engineer clarified that 

production from the deeper zone in that portion of the Area 3 OU is not believed to affect the 

water quality in the shallow zones.  Mr. Love inquired as to the source of the gradient, and 

whether or not it was created by the Alhambra pumping hole.  The Consulting Engineer 

stated that the gradient is not a direct result of the pumping hole, but instead, generally 

speaking, natural conditions are more likely the cause.  He also clarified for Mr. Love that the 

proposed well will not create a reduction in the elevation of the groundwater.  

 

On motion made by Mr. Rich, seconded by Dr. Fellow, and unanimously carried, with Mr. 

Hofer abstaining, Watermaster approved California American Water Company’s application 

to drill Richardson Well No. 2 and Treatment Facility, subject to the conditions in the staff 

report. 

 

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION OF THE MAIN SAN GABRIEL BASIN WATERMASTER 

AMENDING AND READOPTING RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO 

BUSINESS AND ACTIVITIES OF WATERMASTER (Resolution No. 03-13-251) 

 

The Executive Officer reported that this item has been a long time coming.  He briefly 

reviewed the process by which Watermaster staff, attorney, and committee’s have worked to 

bring the update to the Rules and Regulations to fruition.  There was representation by 

producer members in the review and development of the language, and legal support for 

review of the proposed changes.  He noted that staff also worked closely with outside 

agencies, most recently Metropolitan Water District (MWD), on the interpretation of the new 

language.  

 

Additionally, the Executive Officer noted that, compared to previous updates to the Rules 

and Regulations, this effort includes a conceptual review of each item and future impacts to 

operations.  He also pointed out that this update will provide guidelines and direction to staff 

relative to issues such as borrowing funds and opening a line of credit.  
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Chair Byerrum thanked the Ad Hoc Committee for their efforts in the preparation of the 

revised Rules and Regulations.  On motion made by Mr. Love, seconded by Mr. Michalko, 

and unanimously carried, it was  

 

RESOLVED:  That Watermaster adopt a resolution amending and readopting Rules 

and Regulations relating to business and activities of Watermaster.  

 

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the following resolution was then 

read, adopted and passed as read: 

 

RESOLUTION NO.  03-13-251 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAIN SAN GABRIEL BASIN 

WATERMASTER AMENDING AND READOPTING RULES  

AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO BUSINESS  

AND ACTIVITIES OF WATERMASTER (Resolution No. 03-13-251) 

 

(see next page) 

  

 

CONSIDERATION OF REPLACEMENT WATER PRE-PURCHASES PRIOR TO JUNE 

30, 2013 

 

The Executive Officer reported that this item is included for discussion in light of recent 

rainfall and snowpack results.  He noted that as he reviewed recent reports on water 

conditions, he began thinking of other possible opportunities to bring water into the Basin.  

Having the authorization to pre-purchase any available replacement water would reduce the 

risk of leaving any available water on the table.  

 

The Executive Officer pointed out that there are significant capacity charges for water 

delivered through USG-3 after June 30, 2013, and the Executive Officer noted that there are 

funds available now in the Replacement Water Fund, should Watermaster give him the 

authorization to pre-purchase water for delivery before then.  

 

Chair Byerrum agreed with the need to purchase water prior to June 30, 2013, in order to 

prepare for lower rainfall in the fall.  He then inquired as to the plan going forward.  The 

Executive Officer reported that there is approximately $6 million available in the 

Replacement Water Fund that could be used to purchase additional water.  Staff is also going 

to look at the possibility of borrowing from the Make-Up Water Fund, based on current 

delivery credit conditions.  This would be a loan to be paid back with interest.  The 

Consulting Engineer will report in more detail on this in his report on the San Gabriel River 

Watermaster.  

 

The Executive Officer suggested that an authorization of a not-to-exceed amount of $15 

million would be sufficient.  In response to a question by Chair Byerrum, he clarified that the 

an authorization through January 1, 2014 would allow sufficient time to make future 

purchases.  Consideration may need to be given as to replacement requirements by the 
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Responsible Agencies should this go forward.  Additionally, staff will need to check with the 

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works on its delivery schedule.   

 

The Executive Officer clarified that the water purchased would be at the Tier 1 untreated 

rate, and not from existing Cyclic Storage accounts.  This would all be new wet water.  Mr. 

Arrighi suggested that, should discounted water be made available, Watermaster give the 

Executive Officer authorization to use a portion of the $15 million to purchase that water.  

 

On motion made by Mr. Byerrum, seconded by Mr. Michalko, and unanimously carried,  

Watermaster approved authorization of a not-to-exceed amount of $15 million to pre-

purchase replacement water prior to June 30, 2013. 

  

REPORT FROM ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 

 

Mr. Arrighi reported that the Administrative Committee met on February 20, 2013 and 

discussed several items, none of which requires Watermaster action today.  He noted that a 

Committee Report is included in the board packet for review should anyone be interested in 

the discussion items.  

 

REPORT FROM BASIN WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 

Mr. Michalko reported that the Basin Water Management Committee met on February 13, 

2013 and discussed several items, none of which requires Watermaster action today.  He 

noted that a Committee Report is included in the board packet for review should anyone be 

interested in the discussion items.  

 

INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

The following items listed on the agenda for information of Watermaster were noted, and 

ordered received and filed: 

 

a) Permanent transfer of 14 AF Base Annual Diversion right from Richard 

VanLandingham to Aqua Capital Management LP 

 

b) Permanent transfer of 22 AF Base Annual Diversion right from Lance H. Rosedale  

to Aqua Capital Management LP 

 

c) Permanent transfer of 125 AF Base Annual Diversion right from Miles R. Rosedale 

to Aqua Capital Management LP 

 

d) Permanent transfer of 24 AF Base Annual Diversion right from Monrovia Nursery to 

Aqua Capital Management LP 

 

e) Permanent transfer of 16 AF Base Annual Diversion right from Susan K. Brierly to 

Aqua Capital Management LP 

 

f) Notice of Change of Designee for the City of Irwindale to John Davidson 
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g) Notice of Change of Designee for Citrus Valley Medical Center – Queen of the 

Valley Campus to John Ramirez 

 

h) SGVMWD transmittal of monthly report for January 2013 

 

i) Various newspaper articles 

 

ATTORNEY'S REPORT 

 

The Attorney reported that the case against Watermaster and Los Angeles County relative to 

the South El Monte Operable Unit litigation has been dismissed.  The Court issued its final 

dismissal order on February 8, 2013.  

 

The Attorney also reported that staff is continuing to develop an e-mail list for electronic 

service of Watermaster correspondence to be filed with the Court.  The Revised Rules and 

Regulations, and the Re-stated Judgment will be presented to the Court within the next 

month or so. 

 

ENGINEER'S REPORT 

 

The Consulting Engineering provided clarification relative to the impacts of the new well 

proposed by CAWC.  He stated that the total expected drawdown in the surrounding area of 

the well site is estimated to be 3 to 4.5 feet.  This information is provided in Table 3 of the 

application for construction of new Richardson Well No. 2. 

 

The Consulting Engineer reported that, as of March 1, 2013, the Key Well elevation was 

211.6 feet, reflecting a decrease of 1.5 feet since the end of January, which he noted is 

significant for this time of year.  The current level is 19 feet lower than this time last year.   

 

The Consulting Engineer also reported on rainfall totals so far this year, stating that rainfall 

measured at Puddingstone Dam through the end of February is only approximately 53 

percent of average, with Downtown Los Angeles measuring about 42 percent of average.   

 

The Consulting Engineer noted that inflow into the San Gabriel Reservoir is very low, with 

only approximately 14,500 acre-feet of water in storage, well below the available capacity of 

84,000 acre-feet.   

 

Additionally, the Consulting Engineer noted that all five landfills were inspected and found 

to be operating normally with no violations. 

 

Lastly, the Consulting Engineer provided a report on San Gabriel River Watermaster 

(SGVWM) activities, including rainfall and accrued credit data.  He provided a brief 

explanation of how the SGRWM determines the credits for the Upper and Lower Areas, 

reporting that the agency operates on a 10-year average, with a water year of September to 

October.  The Consulting Engineer noted that the SGRWM does not expect to need to 

purchase water for the Lower Area for several years, because of a current credit balance of 
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171,116 acre-feet.  As a result, there are funds available in the Make-Up Water Fund for 

Watermaster to borrow to purchase replacement water.  

 

In response to a question by Chair Byerrum relative to the impact of rainfall on the Key Well 

levels, the Consulting Engineer confirmed that without more rainfall, the Key Well levels 

will most likely drop to below 200 acre-feet.  

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

 

The Executive Officer stated that a written copy of his report on Outside Activities is 

included in the Board packet.   

 

Additionally, the Executive Officer reported, as many are aware, that as part of its duties, 

Watermaster provides administration support to outside organizations, including the San 

Gabriel Valley Water Association (SGVWA).  He reported that the SGVWA continues to 

move forward on matters relating to the National Park System (NPS) designation to study the 

impacts on the watershed, water rights holders, and adjacent water facility operations.  As 

part of that process, The Association has hired a consultant, Mr. Adán Ortega, to assist in the 

preparation of educational materials to educate local legislators on the issue.  Mr. Ortega has 

also prepared a survey (by email) requesting maps and other information on water supply 

facilities and the sources of supply in the San Gabriel watershed.  The Executive Officer 

encouraged members to respond to this survey as soon as possible and to contact staff with 

any questions. 

 

The Executive Officer also reported that staff has arranged to give a presentation on the NPS 

matter to the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments and the Central Basin Water 

Association (CBWA).  The CBWA is especially interested in the potential impacts to water 

supply in the Central and West Basin spreading grounds.  Lastly, the Executive Officer 

reported that, at its last Board of Directors meeting, the Association authorized staff to 

engage special counsel to provide a legal interpretation of the proposed legislation language 

to better understand the potential impacts. 

 

In response to a question from Chair Byerrum relative to whether or not the NPS designation 

would affect the ability to spread water, the Executive Officer stated that he has discussed 

that issue and many others with both Metropolitan Water District and Upper San Gabriel 

Valley Municipal Water District (USGVMWD) staff.  A summary of key talking points are 

due this week for broad distribution to interested parties and he will provide additional 

information as it becomes available.   

 

REPORT FROM RESPONSIBLE AGENCIES 

 

Dr. Fellow reported on behalf of USGVMWD and stated that at the February 19, 2013 Board 

Meeting, the Board received two presentations.   

 

The first presentation was an update on imported water system conditions and current issues. 

Dr. Fellow reported that the General Manager presented the State Water Project (SWP) 

facility update that was discussed at the last Member Agency Managers meeting, and 
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reported on the significant damage from the fire at the Thermalito Power Plant.  The General 

Manager also discussed the Oroville water delivery options, the current status of the Hyatt 

Power Plant and issues with the river valve.  He then provided an update on water supply 

conditions as well as restrictions on pumping triggered by impacts to Delta Smelt. 

 

Dr. Fellow reported that the second presentation was an update on the San Gabriel River 

Watermaster Fiscal Year 2011-12 determination of flows between Upper and Lower Areas. 

Dr. Fellow reported that USGVMWD’s Consulting Engineer discussed the Long Beach 

Judgment, Lower Area entitlement, annual and long-term accounting, and flow activity 

during Water Year 2011-12. 

 

Additionally, Dr. Fellows reported that the Board took three actions at the March 5, 2013 

Board Meeting.  

 

1. Approval of the Sustainable Landscape Demonstration Project authorizing staff to 

execute an agreement with EcoTech Services, Inc., for a total amount not-to-exceed 

$125,000.  

 

2. Approval of the sponsorship of community outreach opportunities: Water Education 

Foundation for Latino Elected Officials ($5,000); Independent Cities Association 

($5,000) and Contract Cities Association ($5,000); Los Angeles County Water 

Forum ($10,000). 

 

3. Approval of the 2013 Legislative Policy and authorized the General Manager to 

support or oppose legislation consistent with the policy. 

 

Dr. Fellow also provided his report in written form to the board members and staff for 

clarification in preparing the meeting minutes. 

 

Mr. Love reported on behalf of San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District (SGVMWD), 

and stated that he attended a meeting with Congresswomen Judy Chu at a conference last 

week.  He also reported that at the last Board meeting they received and discussed a report on 

the feasibility of constructing a hydro power station and also pressure reducing stations in 

Azusa Canyon. SGVMWD will seek State and Federal funding assistance with this project.  

 

Mr. Bowcock, reporting on behalf of Three Valleys Municipal Water District (District), 

stated that the District will be debt free by the end of this year.  He also stated that, based on 

the District’s draft budget, there may soon be a reduction of $15 per acre-foot off the cost of 

water out of the F.E. Weymouth Treatment Plant.   

 

REPORT FROM OUTSIDE COMMITTEE LIASONS 

 

Mr. Arrighi and Mr. Anderson submitted Outside Committee Reports that were included in 

the packet. 
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COMMENTS FROM WATERMASTER MEMBERS  

 

 No comments were offered. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

The Chair asked if there were other business to come before Watermaster, and there being 

none, upon motion duly made by Mr. Arrighi, seconded by Mr. Michalko, and unanimously 

carried, the meeting was adjourned to the next regular meeting of Watermaster on 

Wednesday, April 3, 2013, at 2:30 p.m. in the Conference Room of the City of Azusa Light 

and Water Administration Facility at 729 North Azusa Avenue, Azusa, CA 91702. 

 

 

 SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 

 

 

 ____________________________________

 DAN ARRIGHI 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

________________________________________ 

JAMES BYERRUM 

CHAIR 


