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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF  
THE MAIN SAN GABRIEL BASIN WATERMASTER 
729 NORTH AZUSA AVENUE, AZUSA, CALIFORNIA 

HELD WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2013 AT 2:30 O'CLOCK P.M. 
 
A regular meeting of the Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster was duly and regularly held in 

the Conference Room of the City of Azusa Light and Water Administration Facility, at 729 North 
Azusa Avenue, in the City of Azusa, County of Los Angeles, State of California, 91702, on 
Wednesday, July 10, 2013 at the hour of 2:30 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

James Byerrum, Chair, called the meeting to order and presided thereover. 
 
ROLL CALL OF WATERMASTER MEMBERS 
 

The following members of Watermaster were present on roll call: 
 

PRESENT: Chet Anderson, Dan Arrighi, Garry Hofer, Thomas Love, David Michalko and 
Richard Rich  

 
 ABSENT: Anthony Fellow and Charles Trevino 
 
STAFF AND OTHERS PRESENT 
 

Staff present at the meeting included: Anthony Zampiello, Executive Officer; Fred Fudacz, 
Attorney; Stephen Johnson, Consulting Engineer; Wendy La, Staff Engineer; and Kelly 
Gardner, Administration Manager. 
 
Others present included: Dennis Ahlen, Brian Bowcock, Mark Carney, Barbara Carrera, Ted 
Carrera, Ken Deck, Myra Evangelista, Kevin Hostert, Dan Horan, Mariana Lake, Ben Lewis, 
Jr., Ken Manning, Lynda Noriega, Steve Patton, Jim Prior, Che Venegas and Ken Woods. 

 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA  
 

The Chair asked if there were any changes to be made to the agenda.  On motion made by Mr. 
Love, seconded by Mr. Arrighi and unanimously carried, the agenda was adopted as 
presented. 

 
TIME RESERVED FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

No comments were offered.  
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CONSENT CALENDAR  
 

On motion made by Mr. Arrighi, seconded by Mr. Love, and unanimously carried, the 
following items were approved: 
 
a) Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Watermaster held June 5, 2013. 

 
b)  Lists of Demands:  Items 15904 through 15945 in the amount of $412,843.25 on the 

Administrative Fund and Items 936 and 937 in the amount of $1,637,600.36 on the 
Replacement Water Fund. 

 
c) Financial Statements, June 2013 

WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 
 

California American Water Company – Duarte System Section 28 Application Drill Water 
Well – Lemon Well – The Executive Officer reported that this item was originally on the 
agenda for the May 5, 2013 Watermaster meeting; however, due to some concerns by an 
interested party, discussion was deferred to today’s meeting to allow time for staff to address 
those concerns.  Mr. Banks, a Party to the Judgment and the owner of a well near to the 
proposed site of the Lemon Well, expressed concerns relative to the potential impacts to 
groundwater levels in the Lower Canyon Basin.  The Executive Officer noted that his 
concerns were not related in any way to water quality.  Staff has since added conditions for the 
project that are acceptable to Mr. Banks, including ongoing water level monitoring at both Mr. 
Banks’ well site and the proposed site for Lemon Well, throughout the length of the project.  
 
The Consulting Engineer reported that California American Water Company (CAWC) has 
submitted an application for construction of the new Lemon Well, at its Lemon Reservoir site 
in the City of Duarte, just north of the Duarte Fault.  He thanked CAWC staff and Mr. Banks 
for their cooperation and involvement in resolving the concerns raised with the proposed 
project.  The Consulting Engineer noted that production from the new well is not an increased 
supply of water, but is instead replacing surface water as a source of supply with groundwater. 
He also noted that CAWC plans to discontinue its surface diversions for irrigation, and use 
groundwater production from CAWC Duarte wells to meet all potable and irrigation demands. 
  
Additionally, the Consulting Engineer reported that the new well will provide groundwater 
supply reliability and redundant well capacity when groundwater levels are low, and when 
well production capacity is reduced at its wells in the Canyon Basin.  The new well is 
proposed to be 20 inches in diameter, and is designed to produce approximately 1,200 gallons 
per minute.  He noted that due to the proximity of a fault in the area, the well depth and 
perforations are to be determined at the time of well drilling.  No planned treatment is 
associated with the proposed new well.  The Consulting Engineer noted that the added 
provisions required for this project are listed in Page 4 of the Staff Report.  He recommended 
that Watermaster approve CAWC’s application to drill the Lemon Well, subject to conditions 
in the staff report.   
 
On motion made by Mr. Arrighi, seconded by Mr. Rich, and unanimously carried, with Mr. 
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Hofer abstaining, Watermaster approved California American Water Company’s application 
to drill the Lemon Well, subject to the conditions in the staff report. 
 

REPORT FROM ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
 

Mr. Arrighi reported that the Administrative Committee met on June 19, 2013 and discussed 
one item, which does not require Watermaster action today.  He noted that the Committee has 
changed Watermaster’s representative to Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA), 
appointing the Executive Officer in replacement of Mr. Robert Bowcock.   
 
Chair Byerrum thanked Mr. Bowcock for his service to Watermaster as its representative to 
ACWA, and the Region 8 Board.  The Chair noted that he is disappointed in this action, as 
this change in representation means that Mr. Bowcock can no longer represent Watermaster 
on the Region 8 Board.  

 
REPORT FROM BASIN WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 
Mr. Michalko reported that the Basin Water Management Committee, along with the two Ad 
Hoc Committees, all met last month, and copies of the Committee reports are included in the 
board packet.  He noted that the Database Ad Hoc Committee is meeting tomorrow, July 11, 
2013, at 3:00 p.m. to present and launch the database.  Producer passwords will be provided at 
this meeting.   
 

ATTORNEY'S REPORT 
 

The Attorney reported that on June 10, 2013, in cooperation with the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Works (LADPW), Watermaster filed an amicus brief relative to the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) Critical Habitat Designation for the Santa Ana 
Sucker.  The Attorney noted that he is very pleased with the effort and with the resulting brief, 
as it addresses the concerns that Watermaster and LADPW have with the designations, 
including economic and water supply impacts.  Additionally, the Attorney noted that staff is 
continuing to work with LADPW to host an area tour for representatives of the FWS in order 
to better educate them on the areas that will be impacted by the designation.  A date has yet to 
be set; however, he will stay in contact with the FWS in the hope that they will participate.  
 
The Attorney also reported that a court hearing was held on June 21, 2013 for review and 
approval of the proposed electronic service list and procedures.  He stated that a court order 
was issued confirming the protocol for electronic service effective immediately.  This action 
will result in considerable cost and time savings to Watermaster.  He also noted that, in this 
process, Watermaster was able to eliminate 59 people who had been on the service list for 
decades, but were no longer involved, or interested, in Watermaster activities.      
 
Lastly, the Attorney reported that efforts to establish a line of credit with Citizens Business 
Bank have finally reached a conclusion.  He noted that after considerable effort, the Executive 
Officer was able to resolve the remaining issues with the bank.  The Attorney expects to have 
an agreement to present to Watermaster at the August meeting.   
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ENGINEER'S REPORT 
 

The Consulting Engineer reported that, as of July 5, 2013, the Key Well elevation was 202.2 
feet, reflecting a decrease of three feet since the end of May.  The Consulting Engineer stated 
that, should the current drought conditions continue, the Key Well may drop to 190 feet by the 
end of this summer; about five feet lower than he originally projected.   
 
The Consulting Engineer also reported on rainfall totals so far this year, stating that rainfall 
totals are only approximately 40 percent of long-term average.  Additionally, the Consulting 
Engineer noted that inflow into the San Gabriel Reservoir remains very low, resulting in less 
than 15,000 acre-feet of water in canyon storage.  He also noted that the San Gabriel Valley 
Municipal Water District recently completed a delivery of 2,400 acre-feet  of State Water 
Project water to the Basin.  
 
Lastly, the Consulting Engineer reported that all five landfills were inspected and found to be 
operating normally with no violations.  He referred to a written report included in the board 
packet that includes additional water supply and rainfall information.    
 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 
 

A written copy of the Executive Officer’s report on Outside Activities is included in the board 
packet.  He highlighted a number of the activities that staff has engaged in over the past 
month, including continuing efforts to develop strategies relative to the proposal to designate 
a considerable portion of the  San Gabriel Watershed and Mountains as a unit of the National 
Parks System.  Staff has been very busy attending a number of meetings to educate legislators 
and to provide comments on this matter, including a meeting of the National Parks Services 
(NPS) Working Group on June 5, 2013, a discussion panel at the ACWA Region 8 meeting on 
June 13, 2013, and a round table discussion hosted by U.S. Congresswoman Judy Chu on June 
21, 2013.  He then thanked Mr. Chapman, Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District 
(USGVMWD), for continuing to meet with his member agencies. 
 
Additionally, the Executive Officer reported that Watermaster staff is in the process of 
preparing its Three-year Purchase Plan as required in Section 30 of the Rules and Regulations. 
 Lastly, the Executive Officer requested that Watermaster adjourn today’s meeting in memory 
of Brooks Pangburn, I.T. Manager for Watermaster.  Mr. Pangburn worked for Watermaster 
for over 20 years and recently passed away.  
 

REPORT FROM RESPONSIBLE AGENCIES 
 

Mr. Love reported that the San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District (SGVMWD) held a 
strategic planning retreat on June 26, 2013.  As a result, SGVMWD has developed a number 
of three-year goals and related objectives.  Included in the new goals are integrated resource 
planning, financial health, organizational effectiveness and efficiency, infrastructure, and 
improving the public’s understanding of SGVMWD and water issues in general.   
 
Additionally, Mr. Love reported that a lengthy discussion was held at the workshop on a 
variety of legislative items, including the upcoming Water Bond.  He noted that SGVMWD 
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staff would like to work with other water entities to collaborate on the priority items they wish 
to see included in the Water Bond.  Lastly, Mr. Love reported on continuing efforts between 
SGVWD, the Metropolitan Water District, and cities such as Sierra Madre and Arcadia to 
increase the exchange of water within the Main Basin.  He noted, for instance, that the City of 
Sierra Madre, because of severely low water levels, has reached an agreement with the City of 
Arcadia to use its conveyance system to deliver cyclic storage water to the City of Sierra 
Madre system.   
 
Mr. Chapman reported that a copy of a written report of USGVMWD activities has been 
provided to staff for inclusion in the meeting minutes.    
 
Mr. Manning reported that the San Gabriel Basin Water Quality Authority (WQA) Board of 
Directors did not meet in July.  Mr. Manning noted that he and Mr. Steve Johnson will be 
meeting tomorrow with the Regional Water Quality Control Board to discuss the MS-4 
Discharge Permit, specifically as it relates to non-stormwater discharges.  Both he and Mr. 
Johnson will give presentations at the meeting.  In response by a question by Mr. Love relative 
to SB 429 (Hernandez)  a bill to extend WQA’s sunset date, Mr. Manning stated that the bill 
continues to move forward through the legislature without opposition.   
 

REPORT FROM OUTSIDE COMMITTEE LIASONS 
 

Mr. Michalko submitted an Outside Committee Report that is included in the packet. 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 

 

The following items listed on the agenda for information of Watermaster were noted, and 
ordered received and filed: 
 
a) Permanent transfer of 450 AF Prescriptive Pumping right from United Rock Products 

Corporation to California Domestic Water Company 
 

b) Temporary transfer or lease of 600 AF Production right from United Rock Products 
Corporation to California Domestic Water Company for FY 2013-14 

 
c) Temporary  transfer or lease of Integrated Production right consisting 978.73 Af 

Prescriptive Pumping right and 203.12 AF Diversion Component from Aqua Capital 
Management, LP, to California American Water Company – San Marino for FY 2013-
14 

 
d) Temporary transfer or lease of 119.92 AF Production right from South West Water 

Company to Suburban Water Systems for FY 2012-13 
 
e) Temporary transfer or lease of 400 AF Production right from Amarillo Mutual Water 

Company to San Gabriel Valley Water Company for FY 2012-13 
 
f) Temporary transfer or lease of 42.20 AF Production right from Ruth Elaine Ailor 

Garnier Trust to Suburban Water Systems for FY 2012-13 
 



 4108           

07.10.13 
 

  
g) Temporary transfer or lease of 16.90 AF Production right from The Bandel Family 

Trust to Suburban Water Systems for FY 2012-13 
 
h) Temporary transfer or lease of 1,000 AF Production right from Azusa Valley Water 

Company to California-American Water Company – San Marino for FY 2012-13 
 
i) Temporary transfer or lease of 400 AF Production right from East Pasadena Water 

Company, Ltd to San Gabriel Valley Water Company for FY 2012-13 
 
j) Temporary transfer or lease of 1,220 AF Production right from County of Los Angeles 

to San Gabriel Valley Water Company for FY 2012-13 
 

k) Temporary transfer or lease of  66.57 AF Carry-over right from Champion Mutual 
Water Company to San Gabriel Valley Water Company for FY 2012-13 

 
l) Temporary transfer or lease of 160 AF Production right from Azusa Valley Water 

Company to Sunny Slope Water Company for FY 2012-13 
 
m) Temporary transfer or lease of 800 AF Production right from United Rock Products 

Corporation to California Domestic Water Company for FY 2012-13 
 
n) Temporary transfer or lease of 2,150 AF Production right from California Domestic 

Water Company to City of South Pasadena for FY 2012-13 
 
o) Temporary transfer or lease of  35 AF Production right from Adams Ranch Mutual 

Water Company to California Domestic Water Company for FY 2012-13 
 
p) Temporary transfer or lease of 145 AF Production right from Sonoco Product  

Company to California Domestic Water Company for FY 2012-13 
 
q) Temporary transfer or lease of 3,000 AF Production right from California Domestic 

Water Company to City of Arcadia for FY 2012-13 
 
r) Temporary transfer or lease of 1,535 Production right from MillerCoors LLC to Azusa 

Valley Water Company for FY 2012-13  
 
s) Temporary transfer or lease of 2,000 AF Production right from Azusa Valley Water 

Company to California Domestic Water Company for FY 2012-13 
 
t) Temporary transfer or lease of 201 AF Base Annual Diversion right from Aqua 

Capital Management, LP to California American Water Company-San Marino for FY 
2012-13 

 
u) Notice of Change of Designee for San Gabriel Country Club to Mark Reed 
 
v) SGVMWD transmittal of monthly report for May 2013 
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w) Various newspaper articles 
 

COMMENTS FROM WATERMASTER MEMBERS  
 

No comments were offered. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

The following two items will be discussed at the August meeting: 
 
a) A Public Hearing regarding Request to Waive Assessment on Water Discharged from 

the San Gabriel Valley Water Company’s Plant B6 Water Treatment Facility. 
 

b) A Public Hearing to receive public comments on reports required by the California 
Health and Safety Code Section 116470 discussing public health goals (PHGs) 
established for drinking water by the California Environmental Protection Agency. 

 
Staff made clarification that action by the board is required for Item B, to hold the Public 
Hearing relative to PHGs.  On motion made by Mr. Love, seconded by Mr. Michalko, and 
unanimously carried, Watermaster approved a Public Hearing to receive public comments on 
reports required by the California Health and Safety Code Section 116470 discussing public 
health goals (PHGs) established for drinking water by the California Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
The Chair asked if there were other business to come before Watermaster, and there being none, the 
meeting was adjourned in honor and memory of Mr. Brooks Pangburn, to the next regular meeting of 
Watermaster on Wednesday, August 7, 2013, at 2:30 p.m. in the Conference Room of the City of 
Azusa Light and Water Administration Facility at 729 North Azusa Avenue, Azusa, CA 91702. 
 
 
 SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE 
 
 
 ____________________________________
 DAN ARRIGHI 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________________ 
JAMES BYERRUM 
CHAIR 
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